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school, and very grateful for each of your 
ideas, time, commitment and care.

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H. Con. Res. 310, the resolution 
that honors National Charter Schools Week 
and commends the charter school movement 
for its contribution to improving our Nation’s 
public school system. 

Charter schools have been instrumental in 
demonstrating that accountability and innova-
tion work together to improve our Nation’s 
schools. This is because of the special agree-
ment that these schools make with their state 
agency or local school board. The agreement 
is simple: the school is allowed to determine 
the best way to provide a quality education 
and, in exchange, it must produce results. 

Charter schools have demonstrated that 
achievements can be made when local school 
districts are given the flexibility to shape their 
education programs in ways that work best for 
their teachers and students. Of course, in al-
lowing flexibility, charter schools must produce 
real, accountable results. 

And that is the bottom line—results. 
In fact, an overwhelming majority of the ini-

tial reports on charter schools have dem-
onstrated that charter schools are achieving 
their academic goals. But not only are aca-
demic results promising. Reports show that 
parental satisfaction is high, students are 
eager to learn, teachers are enjoying teaching 
again, administrators are set-free from admin-
istrative red-tape, and more dollars are getting 
to the classroom. 

I am not here today to only tout the suc-
cesses of individual charter schools. The Pub-
lic Charter Schools Program has a purpose 
greater than just creating new schools. The 
larger purpose of this program is to create a 
dynamic for change and improvement in our 
public school system. In the eight years since 
the first charter school opened its doors, we 
have seen the benefit that charter schools 
have had for the education system as a 
whole. Reports have found that wherever 
large numbers of charter schools are clus-
tered, system-wide academic improvement 
has been accelerated. 

Let us take a lesson from the charter 
schools experience that local flexibility and ac-
countability are essential elements in the for-
mula of successful schools. 

The federal government has invested over 
$120 billion in the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965. We have spent all of 
that money and can’t say definitively that it 
has led to an increase in academic achieve-
ment. We must do something to ensure that 
the hard-earned money of the American peo-
ple is spent wisely. Charter schools provide 
evidence that we should emphasize local flexi-
bility and accountability in our federal edu-
cation reforms. 

The bottom line is that charter schools work 
because they are freed from burdensome reg-
ulations and held accountable for academic 
results. I commend these schools for their in-
novation in achieving academic results and for 
the contribution they have made to our na-
tion’s public school system. As we move for-
ward in reforming our federal education pro-
grams, let us not forget the lessons learned 
from the charter schools experience. 

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
TANCREDO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 310. 

The question was taken. 
Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 

demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed.

f 

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 310. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PERODIC REPORT ON NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
SIGNIFICANT NARCOTICS TRAF-
FICKERS CENTERED IN COLOM-
BIA—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 106–232) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on International Relations and ordered 
to be printed:
To the Congress of the United States: 

As required by section 401(c) of the 
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1641(c), and section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), I trans-
mit herewith a 6-month periodic report 
on the national emergency with re-
spect to significant narcotics traf-
fickers centered in Colombia that was 
declared in Executive Order 12978 of Oc-
tober 21, 1995. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 2, 2000. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHIEF OF 
STAFF OF HON. JAMES A. TRAFI-
CANT, JR., MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following communication from 
Paul P. Marcone, Chief of Staff for the 
Honorable James A. Traficant, Jr., 
Member of Congress.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, April 13, 2000. 

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to formally no-

tify you pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 

of the House that I have received a subpoena 
for testimony before the grand jury issued by 
the United States District Court for the 
Northern District of Ohio. 

Sincerely, 
PAUL P. MARCONE. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6 p.m. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 38 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6 p.m.

f 

b 1803 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SHIMKUS) at 6 o’clock and 
3 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will now put the question on each of 
the first two motions to suspend the 
rules on which further proceedings 
were postponed earlier today in the 
order in which that motion was enter-
tained. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H. Con. Res. 300, by the yeas and 
nays; 

H.R. 2932, by the yeas and nays. 
Proceedings on S. 1744, H.R. 1509, and 

H. Con. Res. 310 will resume on Wednes-
day, May 3. 

The Chair will reduce to 5 minutes 
the time for any electronic vote after 
the first such vote in this series. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING 
FEDERAL WORKFORCE FOR SUC-
CESSFULLY ADDRESSING YEAR 
2000 COMPUTER CHALLENGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and agreeing to the 
concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res. 300. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
HORN) that the House suspend the rules 
and agree to the concurrent resolution, 
H. Con. Res. 300, on which the yeas and 
nays are ordered. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 409, nays 0, 
not voting 25, as follows:

[Roll No. 131] 

YEAS—409

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 

Allen 
Andrews 
Archer 

Armey 
Baca 
Bachus 
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